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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:     	Christ is Risen!       
C: 	Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia!
P:	Trusting in God’s grace alone, let us come to him with 
true and open hearts, confessing our sin and our need for God’s merciful forgiveness
 (a moment of silence for reflection and self examination)
Eternal God our Creator,
C:	You pour out on all who love you the Spirit of your grace.  	We confess to you our failure to be true to our call to live 		as your children and to glorify your name.  Forgive us, 		Father, for Jesus’ sake.  Turn us around, and give us a 		fresh start.  And as we come into your presence, deliver 		us from cold hearts and wandering thoughts, that we 		may worship you with all our hearts and minds, that we 		may listen attentively to your holy word, and that we may 	order our lives according to your perfect and holy will, 		through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
P:	Hear the good news, brothers and sisters: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to all who repent:  Your sins are forgiven, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.        
C:   	Amen.

Please Stand
GREETING
P:	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the 		Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C:	And also with you.
KYRIE
L:	Lord Jesus, you rose victorious from the grave.
C:	Lord, have mercy.
L:	Christ Jesus, you make yourself known to those who love 
	you in the breaking of bread.
C:	Christ, have mercy.
L:	Lord Jesus, empower your church to feed your sheep.
C:	Lord, have mercy.  Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE       Crown Him with Many Crowns	
		Red Book # 855  v. 1, 4, 5 All  v. 3 Choir 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:     	Let us pray… Almighty and eternal God, your Son makes 		himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of the 		bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in 		his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the 	Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
C: 	Amen.

Please be seated.
THE READINGS
    GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	Red Book p. 142
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia! Alleluia!
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY       Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!	
		Red Book # 377

Please stand
HOLY BAPTISM	Red Book p. 227
Georgia Jo-Ann King

THE PRAYERS
L:	Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, let us pray for the witness of the church, the wholeness of creation, and all who are in need.. 
                                 (A brief silence)
L:	Holy God, you speak peace in the presence of fear.  Give us the faith to believe and the courage to testify to your grace with our lives. Lord, in your mercy,   
C:  	HEAR OUR PRAYER.
L:	Our creator, as the soil warms and the season of planting
draws near, we ask your blessing on those who grow and provide food for the hungry world.  May they continue to find fulfillment in their labor, and lead your people to work together to provide for the needs of all. Lord, in your mercy,         
C:  	HEAR OUR PRAYER.
L:	God of mercy, we pray for those who seek healing, comfort and strength.  Hear our prayers for those who call upon you in their need… especially… and all others dear to us  whom we name ... Lord, in your mercy,                   
C:  	HEAR OUR PRAYER.
L:	Lord and Father of us all, we pray for peace in our world, We lift up the people in the Middle East and in Ukraine. Preserve and protect our sisters and brothers in Christ who are in any danger, and grant to the churches in war-torn lands courage, perseverance, and faithfulness in their witness to your holy word. Lord, in your mercy,
C:	HEAR OUR PRAYER.
L:	Holy God, we thank you for our church.  Bless our pastor, our teachers, officers, members of the Church Council, and all other leaders.  Work through us, the members of this faith family, to make your love known in the world.  Lord, in your mercy,  
C: 	HEAR OUR PRAYER.
***
P:	Holy God, you are our peace in this world and the next. 
Comfort all who mourn, and hold them in your tender
care.  Bring us all around the table of your heavenly banquet.  Lord, in your mercy,       
C:   	HEAR OUR PRAYER.
P:	Trusting in your mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  
C:   	AMEN.

Please be seated
OFFERING       

Please stand 
OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:	Merciful Father:
C:	we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 		given us--our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs 		of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him 		who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION   Bread of Life Setting	Blue Book p. 36

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
     COMMUNION SONG (Choir)    How Beautiful

Please stand.
POST COMMUNION 
P:	The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, and his most precious 		blood, strengthen and preserve you in true faith unto 		everlasting life.     
C: 	 Amen.
L:	We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 	us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 		mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you 		and in fervent love toward one another, for the sake of 		Jesus Christ our Lord.    
C:  	Amen.
P:	The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face 		to shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look 		upon you with favor and give you peace.    
C:  	Amen.
L:	Go is peace and serve the Lord.  
C: 	Thanks be to God. 

PARTING HYMN       The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done	
			Red Book # 366  v. 1, 3, 5
POSTLUDE	



ANNOUNCEMENTS

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by Nick & Jess King  in honor of Georgia’s baptism..

TODAY’S SERVERS             
Organist: Nicole Busarow       Liturgist: Todd Campbell        
Ushers: Brady & Stephannie Edwards
Communion Assistants: Sue Bernard, Richard Kunkel 
Altar Guild: Ellen Campbell
HOLY COMMUNION: All Christian believers are welcome at our Table. We believe and teach that the body and blood of Christ are truly present under the forms of bread and wine. Come, believing the words of Jesus himself: “This is my body given for you…this is my blood shed for you.”
   Children who have not received instruction and others who do not wish to receive the sacrament, but who wish to receive a blessing, may indicate so by folding their hands over their heart.

WINE OR GRAPE JUICE   Glasses in the center ring of each communion tray contain white grape juice. Glasses in the outer rings contain wine.

LADIES: The Ladies of St. John’s Lutheran Church-Lake Township are inviting all women of St. Matthew’s to their spring event featuring Christian writer Gloria Doty, Sunday, May 3, 12 noon to 2:30 PM. Lunch is provided. Cost is $5. A sign up list is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. Deadline to register is April 29. Please indicate if interested in carpooling to St. John’s.

TACOS FOR WYATT: On Saturday, April 25th, 4-6:30 PM, a Taco fundraiser will take place in our education building for Wyatt Stowe, grandson of one of our Matthew’s House teachers who was seriously injured in a snowboarding accident. $10 per plate will include 3 beef tacos, authentic Mexican rice and beans.

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:. Kristen Kiefer and family (on the passing of her grandmother), Cora Fisher, Lynn Jones, Mike Volz (brother of Cindy Beard),  Pastor Art Klausmeier, and all our homebound members.

(Names normally remain on the prayer list for 6 weeks. 
If you would like to add or remove a name.
please speak with Pastor Dale.)
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